
When 
bags clog 
suction 
fades.

The new Dyson DC39
No bag. No loss of suction.

Bags in vacuum cleaners 
rely on small holes to allow 
airflow. But tiny particles 
of dust can cause them to 
clog, which restricts airflow.
That�s why bagged vacuum 
cleaners can lose suction.

dyson.com/NoBags

Fetch-O-Matic

Build This 
Awesome Dog 
Ball Launcher

Multicopters!
Buy, Build, Fly 

and Spy

15+PROJECTS
INSIDE » Generate 

your own 
thunderstorms

» Attack of 
the cockroach 
cyborgs!

PLUS:
PUNK
science

Cool DIY
experiments

GREAT 
PROJECTS 

FOR
NEW 

MAKERS!
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US $14.99   CAN $18.99
ISBN: 978-1-449-32763-7
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JECTS
DE » Generate
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WHILE I�M BEST KNOWN FOR CHANCE-
based �circuit bending,� I�ve been composing 
and playing deterministic music for much lon-
ger, and I�m always interested in experimental 
music technology. My hacked iPad 2, broken 
out into a Music Desk crammed with extreme 
audio apps, is my favorite new instrument. 

On its own, the iPad sounds fine and its 
large touchscreen is a fantastic musician�s 
interface. But for studio use, the iPad is too 
lightweight; it needs added stability, better 
ergonomics, and a more professional wiring 
interface. That�s what this hack is all about.

Here�s how you can make a dockable Music 
Desk for your iPad by adding …" line inputs 
and outputs (Apple has the inputs reserved, 
but you�ll be ready if Apple opens them), 

video output, guitar/microphone input with 
level control, headphone output with level 
control, a power indicator LED, and a USB 
jack that will allow both stereo line input and 
MIDI I/O, via a MIDI-USB adapter.

1. Cut the case.
Following the cutting templates (Figures A 
and B), measure and mark the hole positions 
on the Macally ViewStand. Use a center 
punch to indent all the marks, and then pilot-
drill them with a 1" bit. 

Next, use a step bit (or regular twist bits of 
the correct sizes), to carefully redrill all holes 
up to the correct diameter (Figure C). For the 
¾" hole to fit the panel-mount USB jack, you 
can use a hole saw with a metal-cutting blade 

iPad Music Desk
Turn an iPad into a studio-worthy, deep-end 
experimental musical instrument.
By Reed Ghazala

MUSIC

  DIY
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